[Value of axillofemoral bypass in the elderly].
The aim of this retrospective study was to assess the merits of axillofemoral bypass in elderly patients. 69 axillofemoral grafts were laid from 1981 to 1985 in 56 patients, all older than 70. They always were aimed at limb salvage due to aortoiliac obliterating lesions (the indications of sepsis of aorto-bifemoral prostheses have been excluded). 13 patients have had an axillo-bifemoral graft and 43 an unilateral axillofemoral graft. The lower anastomosis involved the common femoral artery in 30 cases, the deep femoral artery in 39. The patients were followed up for 1 to 74 months, with an average of 24 months. The operative mortality was of 10 cases (17%). During the first postoperative month, 3 major amputations were required. The cumulated survival rate at 60 months was of 18%, with the primary and secondary patency rates at 60 months being of 46% and 71%, respectively. We conclude that axillofemoral bypass is perfectly adapted to this population of elderly subjects, in whom a direct aortic approach is counterindicated.